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disillusion lurking behind each ideal; and where Hamlet
exclaims: 'How all occasions do inform against me!'
Sergius cries: * Mockery everywhere! Everything that I
think is mocked by everything that I do/ In Shaw's mind
the play's hero is Sergius, and when trying to ensure a
successful debut for the play in America Shaw urged and
begged Mansfield to play the Bulgarian and not the Swiss.
In vain. It does not need a Mansfield to spot which is the
more thickly buttered of these two fine parts, the models
for which, by the way, were unconsciously supplied by two
of Shaw's friends; that for Sergius by Cunninghame Graham,
that for Bluntschli by Sidney Webb.
This comedy of the 1885 Servo-Bulgarian War, with its
title derived by way of Dryden from the first line of Virgil's
Aeneid, Arma virumque cano, was the first play by Shaw to
be seen in America. There, as elsewhere, it pleased and
had people talking without making the box-office unduly
busy.
(5)                                 CANDIDA
Written in 1894-5. First production by the Independent Theatre
Society at the Theatre Royal, South Shields, Durham, England, on
3Oth March 1895. First London production by the Stage Society
at tfce Strand Theatre, on I2th July 1900. First American pro-
duction (amateur) by Anna Morgan in the Fine Arts Building,
Chicago, in April 1899$ first professional production by Arnold Daly
at the Princess Theatre, New York, on 8th December 1903.
Among the First Players.
Janet Achurch created the part of Candidas and Ellen Terry's-
daughter, Edith Craig, the part of Prossy. The Marchbanks for
the Independent Theatre was A. E. Drinkwater, father of John
Drinkwater, the poet and playwright; and for the Stage Society,
Granville-Barker, who with this part began his long association with
Shaw. In America Arnold Daly played Marchbanks.
'Here, then, was the higher but vaguer and timider vision, the
incoherent, mischievous, and even ridiculous unpracticalness, which
offered me a dramatic antagonist for the clear, bold, sure, sensible,
benevolent, salutarily shortsighted Christian Socialist idealism. I
availed myself of it in Candida/
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